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History of Judaism
1. Whom would you nominate as the three most important post-biblical figures in the history of Judaism? And why?
The three most important post-biblical figures in the history of Judaism were David Ben-Gurion, Menachem Begin, and Benjamin Netanyahu. These leaders played significant roles in ensuring that the rights of the Jewish community were safeguarded globally. For example, Benjamin Netanyahu is reputably renowned for his strong support for the protection of the Jewish community from racial slurs and discrimination in different countries they are. Furthermore, the leaders are famous due to the great support they offered their Jewish members living in other countries (Hickey, 2020). For example, they offered members of the Jewish community the necessary help whenever needed. The leaders championed the rights of the Jews and emphasized the need for them to embrace togetherness. 
2. Is Zionism a secular form of Judaism or a religious form, or both? Explain, with historical examples.
Zionism is both a secular form of Judaism and a religious form. It refers to a movement to refabricate the presence of Jewish culture in Israel (Katsman, 2020). That is, Zionism is considered the national ideology of Israel. Zionists have the belief that Judaism denotes a nationality and a religion. Hence they assign that Jews merit their state in their inherited homeland – Israel. This is demonstrated in ancient times as portrayed in the Bible where their biblical kingdoms of David and Solomon. 
           Besides, Zionism has a religious connotation. It is explained as a religious and political effort that took Jews from all walks of life to their prehistoric homeland and reinstated Israel as the principal location for Jews. From ancient times, some places in Israel have been considered sacred. For instance, the Torah provides stories of ancient prophets initiated by God to return to Israel, the original homeland. This championed the emphasis of Zionism which had a collective aim of ensuring that Jews returned to Israel and continue their Jewish culture.
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